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INTRODUCTION
Political conversations are often difficult. Two people could
watch the same news report, share the same political ideals,
and still arrive at different conclusions about a specific issue.
One person could be very passionate and opinionated, while the
other might just shrug it off and move on to something else. But
what happens when both of them are equally opinionated and
unwilling to change positions? And what would it look like when
you add a third, fourth, or fifth person into the mix?
This scenario is not hard to imagine—we’ve seen it play out
in real life again and again. We’ve seen friends, church mates,
officemates, and even family members go head to head against
each other to attack or defend their political convictions. Some
propose that what we all need to do is to calm down because it’s
all “just politics.” Others argue that the future of our children is at
stake so we must take a stand. So which one is it?
But this question is like putting the cart in front of the horse. The
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ engages culture and politics not
because the latest controversies demand a response but because
this is God’s world and Christians are called to be salt and light
in it. In other words, with or without political controversies,
Christians have a stake in social discourse because God called us
to proclaim the Lordship of Christ in the nations.
This Victory group material explores at least four practical ways
we could respond to political concerns: prayer, participation
in the political process, preaching God’s truth, and protesting
when necessary. We do not presume that these are the only
ways to address every political question. Christian engagement
is too complex and multifaceted to be strictly reduced to four
application points. This also doesn’t mean that we need to do
all four all the time. Some may just pray and participate at one
point; others might just focus on preaching because that’s the
best course of action at the moment. But these are a good place
to start. How we express our political involvement might differ in

form or intensity but at the very core of our participation is our
common identity in Christ.
As we seek to biblically engage our culture and make disciples in
the area of public witness, we also develop a greater sensitivity to
the Holy Spirit in becoming salt and light to the world.
Other materials available for Victory groups, which can provide a
foundational understanding of God’s kingdom and our role, are:
• Kingdom & Discipleship
• God & Government

1

Pray

WARM-UP
• Tell us about a friend or loved one you talk to regularly
(e.g., daily or once a week). Why is it important for you to
keep in touch with him or her?
• What’s one thing you would like to see happen in your
nation? Why?
• How do you respond when things don’t go your way?
Recall an instance explaining this.

WORD

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,
2
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every
way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God
our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. 1 TIMOTHY 2:1–4
1

^

If you’ve been active on social media in the last few years, you
probably know that a lot of people mock the idea of prayer as a
response to socio-political issues. “Prayer,” the argument goes, “is
not enough. It doesn’t do much good in the real world. It’s just a
cliché people use to conceal their idleness in response to tragedy
and injustice.”
That accusation bites, not only because it might be true for some
people but also because it exposes our own inadequacy when
confronted with social issues that are beyond our capacities. But
perhaps that is precisely the point. We pray because individually
we don’t have the resources, power, time, and capacity to do
something substantial for all kinds of issues at all times and in all
places. We don’t always have the ability to do relief operations,
provide counseling services, help in an animal shelter, lobby

against domestic abuse, and do webinars on mental health while
doing our jobs, raising our children, attending endless meetings,
cooking healthy food, and volunteering in church every week. We
need to pick just a few needs that are well within our capacity and
pour our energy into them.
This is where prayer comes in. When we pray, we extend
ourselves to places and concerns that we can’t personally reach.
When we pray, we lobby our case before the throne of the God,
who alone holds the power over every sphere in the world.
Prayer, then, is our tacit admission that we are limited creatures
who need the intervention of God in our human affairs. In other
words, prayer is not only a functional response to our social
problems. It should be first and foundational of all our responses.
What do we pray about? Depending on the needs of the hour,
here is how we can start praying for our nation:

1

Pray for what’s in the news.
“O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and
see our desolations, and the city that is called by your name.
For we do not present our pleas before you because of our
righteousness, but because of your great mercy.” DANIEL 9:18
^

The best way to find the list of prayer points for the nation is
to look at the headlines of the evening news or the trending
hashtags on social media. While these sources don’t give
the whole picture of reality, they do give us a clue of the
cause of fear and anxiety among fellow citizens. Like Daniel
who implored God for the sake of Jerusalem, bring these
concerns before the Lord in prayer and plead for justice,
healing, relief, and provision.
Many people overthink their prayer points and methods so
much that they end up not praying. The only thing that you
need to do in order to know how to pray is to pray. Open
your mouth and say the words that you mean for God to
hear. For example, you could just say “Lord, this issue is an
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injustice to the poor. Raise someone who would champion
the cause of the marginalized of this nation.”
What specific social issues or injustices have you prayed
about in the past? Why did you pray about them?

2

Pray for the salvation of government officials.
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward
the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”
This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was
an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his
chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” ACTS 8:26–29
26

^

The story of the Ethiopian eunuch is one of the most
fascinating conversion stories in the New Testament. An
angel of the Lord instructed Philip the evangelist to preach
the gospel to a traveling court official of the kingdom of
Ethiopia. While the biblical account ends after the water
baptism of the eunuch, history shows that centuries later,
Ethiopia had a vibrant church that some historians attribute
to the conversion of the eunuch in Acts 8. This demonstrates
that the salvation of one person in a position of prominence
can be used by God to bless an entire nation.
Decades after the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch, the
church would go through a period of severe persecution
under the hands of Roman emperors. Followers of Jesus
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were driven to hiding, forced to fight in the arena as
gladiators, and burned as human torches at imperial
dinner parties. One day, the Roman emperor Constantine
went to war and saw the symbol of the cross in the sky.
When he came back victorious, he embraced Christianity
and endorsed it as the official religion of the state. Many
historians question whether or not Constantine was truly
converted but no one could argue that because of him,
crucifixion, gladiatorial shows, abandonment of infants,
and rape were outlawed. Today, in the very amphitheater
where thousands of Christians were sacrificed for sport,
there stands a large cross—a silent testimony that when
political leaders are gripped by the word of God, the nation
can be changed. How did Philip’s obedience to the Holy
Spirit change a nation? How do you think our obedience can
change our nation?

3

Pray for just and righteous policies.
Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of
your harps I will not listen. 24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. AMOS 5:23–24
23

^

Amos is an Old Testament prophet who decried the shallow
spirituality of the people of Israel while they allowed injustice
and evil to be normalized in society. His rebuke for Israel
should be trumpeted in churches today: louder praise and
worship cannot compensate for the injustices and evil that
we allow to take root in our nation. The people of God
should take action and that action involves prayer and civic
involvement. Prayer is a form of protesting to the highest
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authority in the universe; civic involvement is another form of
protesting to the authority of the land.
This kind of prayer and civic involvement is geared towards
persuading those in power to craft and enact laws that
promote justice for the marginalized and righteousness for
the vulnerable. What is one of the greatest ills in your nation,
and what is your prayer for it?

4

Pray for godly leadership and human flourishing.
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who
are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,
godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 1 TIMOTHY 2:1–4
1

^

Some people frown at the idea of praying for leaders who
don’t seem inclined to do right by the people. It’s sometimes
easier to curse and hurl insults at them than to plead for
God to change their minds. But in his letter to Timothy, Paul
encouraged the church to pray for those in power, even
when the emperor at the time of his writing was Nero, one
of the great persecutors of the church. Doing this results in
peaceful and quiet lives for the wider population.
In other words, the Bible teaches the connection between
godly leadership and the quality of lives of ordinary citizens.
When we pray for our leaders, we are extending the prayers
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for God to bless the entire nation. What is good and pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior? What does God desire?

APPLICATION
• Do you pray for your nation and the government officials?
Why or why not? What’s one thing you would like to start
doing, based on today’s lesson?
• What is your prayer for our nation? What is this anchored on?
• Ask two or three friends to pray with you for the civil
government in your nation. Determine this week what you
will pray for and how often you will pray together.

PRAYER
• Thank God for His divine purpose for your nation. Pray and
believe God for this to be fulfilled.
• Pray for government officials you know by name. Ask God
to surround them with godly influences. Pray that they will
be saved and that they will implement just and righteous
policies in the land.
• Pray for the citizens of your nation to flourish. Pray that they
would know Christ and make Him known to others.
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2

Participate

WARM-UP
• Growing up, how involved were you in school activities?
Recall an instance explaining this.
• How do you respond to national and local government
initiatives? On a scale of one to ten, how involved would you
say you are?
• What do you think it means to be a good citizen? Why?

WORD

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to
be throughout the whole kingdom; 2and over them three
high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these
satraps should give account, so that the king might suffer
no loss. 3Then this Daniel became distinguished above all
the other high officials and satraps, because an excellent
spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over
the whole kingdom. DANIEL 6:1–3
1

^

Lest we think that the Christian response to political issues is
always religious and spiritual in nature, this lesson will tackle our
need to practically participate in the political life of the nation. We
are talking about going beyond the confines of our church walls
right into the heart of civic involvement.
Daniel’s story gives us a peek into his exemplary life dedicated
to serving God’s purposes in the political arena. The balancing
act that he did, the way he navigated the political and religious
tensions, and the personal piety he displayed all throughout his
long career as a court official show that it is possible to be faithful
to God while serving in a regime that doesn’t share your religious
convictions. His public witness was so outstanding that when the
Babylonian kingdom fell and the Medo-Persian empire took over,
the new king placed him in a position of power.

While we cannot cut and paste Daniel’s story into our modern
political experience, some principles are applicable.

1

Serve the people.
Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had
appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said
thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me
in before the king, and I will show the king the interpretation.”
^

DANIEL 2:24

Back when Daniel was younger and Nebuchadnezzar ordered
the killing of the sages of Babylon for their failure to tell the
king his dream and its interpretation, Daniel stepped in and
volunteered himself even if he didn’t know the dream yet.
He did this primarily to save himself and his friends, but the
result of his volunteerism also saved the entire community of
sages in the kingdom. He even got promoted because of it.
Obadiah, the chief servant of king Ahab’s household, secretly
saved 100 prophets of the Lord when the queen started
killing them off to promote Baal worship in Israel (1 Kings
18:3). His service to the prophets of God and the nation of
Israel was largely unknown in his lifetime but the biblical
record bears witness to how God honored his faithfulness—
even at great personal risk.
Daniel served God from a position of political power;
Obadiah served God by doing what he could as a regular
citizen. Moses served as liberator, Joshua as military
commander, David as king, Ezra as priest, Nehemiah as
civil servant, and so did many others in biblical history.
All these men expressed their service to God by serving
people differently.
This is an encouragement for Christians to prayerfully
consider how they might serve with the talents and gifts
they have. Some might want to work in non-government
organizations, serve as public school teachers, or join the
Politics & Christian Participation

Participate

8

police force. Those who have the aptitude and desire might
even want to run for public office. How would you respond if
your friend who loves God and desires to serve people chose
to run for public office? What would you say to him or her?

2

Participate in community building.
“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles
whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5Build
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce.
6
Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your
sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear
sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7But
seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and
pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your
welfare.” JEREMIAH 29:4–7
4

^

When people think about politics, they mostly think about
politicians, political controversies, and elections. No wonder
many people back off and choose not to engage. The
bickering is too much for them. But there are so many ways
to be politically engaged without getting into fights and
word wars.
When Judah was in exile, Jeremiah encouraged God’s people
to seek the welfare of the city they were living in. He meant
for the exiled Jews to build houses, plant gardens, marry off
their children, get involved in trade and other industries,
and be productive citizens of Babylon. The reason was quite
practical: whatever good they did in that foreign land will also
benefit them in return.
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In our context, this could mean building strong marriages,
raising godly children, excelling at work, participating in
community projects, and getting involved in other civic
activities like organizing a sports league or a book club,
conducting first aid training, or teaching underprivileged
students in your area of expertise.
This is what practical political engagement looks like on
the ground. It is not contentious and soul-crushing but
loving, sacrificial, and good. Share how a fellow believer or
church member has been an example to you of community
building. What did you learn from his or her motivation
and experience?

3

Pay taxes and vote.
For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to
whom honor is owed. ROMANS 13:6–7
6

^

Another way to participate in the political process of
the nation is by paying our taxes and voting. These two
are connected.
Taxes are intended for the beneficial running of society,
which includes spending for hospitals, roads and bridges,
and education, among others. This is why citizens are
obliged to pay taxes. But how do we ensure that government
officials spend our tax money properly? We can have a say
in that when we participate in the elections by campaigning
for righteous advocacies, voting for candidates that best
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represent our values, and doing our part in ensuring honest
elections. This is an oversimplification of government
systems but the point is clear: we are all individually and
collectively responsible. Our vote determines the direction
and future of our nation.
A biblical understanding of our role as Christian citizens is
important in the current online bickering surrounding politics
and its process. It is easy to brush up the image of or hurl
insults at some political candidates behind our keyboards
now. But Christian ethics dictate that the people of God
should approach elections with sobriety and the fear of the
Lord. We don’t lose when our candidates lose. We suffer the
consequences when corrupt and wicked people are put in
power. How would you encourage others to be involved in
the political process? Why?

APPLICATION
• What attitudes or mindsets have you had about participating
in civic activities? How has this lesson challenged those
attitudes and mindsets?
• What change do you want to see happen in your community
and nation, and what are you willing to do about it?
• What does being a good citizen mean, according to the
Bible? Think of someone you can encourage this week on the
lesson. What will you tell him or her?
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PRAYER
• Thank God for the examples in the Bible on how we can be
involved in civil government. Ask God for wisdom and the
grace to apply the lesson in your life this week.
• Pray for people to be involved in the political process and to
reflect Christ in civil activities.
• Ask God for godly and righteous leaders to serve in
government and your nation, to shine His light in the
darkest places.
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3

Preach

WARM-UP
• Do you easily warm up to strangers? Why or why not?
• What is the bravest thing you’ve ever done? Why did you
do it?
• Who is the most confident person you know? Tell us about
him or her.

WORD

And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus
said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind;
your great learning is driving you out of your mind.”
25
But Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most excellent
Festus, but I am speaking true and rational words. 26For
the king knows about these things, and to him I speak
boldly. For I am persuaded that none of these things has
escaped his notice, for this has not been done in a corner.
27
King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that
you believe.” 28And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time
would you persuade me to be a Christian?” 29And Paul
said, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only
you but also all who hear me this day might become such
as I am—except for these chains.” ACTS 26:24–29
24

^

While it is true that we need to participate in the political process
of the nation, we should not forget that the Church of the Lord
Jesus Christ has a primary call to preach the gospel of salvation to
all people. This is our number one mandate (Matthew 28:19).
This means that our civic engagements should not rival our
evangelistic ministry to the world. The works that we do in nation
building—organizing community pantries, voting, running for
public office, or doing relief operations—serve to demonstrate
the love of Christ and adorn the gospel that we preach. These

works, while good and necessary, are not substitutes for
evangelism and discipleship. Jesus Himself showed us how this
is done. In His earthly ministry, He did a lot—including teaching,
healing the sick, feeding the hungry, casting out demons, opening
the eyes of the blind, cleansing lepers, and raising the dead. But
He stated the main goal of His ministry: to seek and save the lost
(Luke 19:10). He had one goal, and everything else—the good
works—adorned this.
The centrality of preaching is also obvious in the ministry of Paul.
In many places in Acts and the epistles, we see him collecting
and bringing donations for the poor saints in Jerusalem (Acts
11:27–30; Acts 24:17; 1 Corinthians 16:1–4; Romans 15:25). His
letters also started chipping away at the ancient institution of
slavery (Colossians 3:11; Ephesians 6:5–9; Philemon 1:15–16) at a
time when it was deemed normal. But in the midst of all the social
good he did, what really stands out in the book of Acts and in his
epistles is Paul’s preaching.
Here are three ways we can make this practical in our context:

1

Preach to the small and the great.
"To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I
stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but
what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: 23that
the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from
the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and to the
Gentiles.” ACTS 26:22–23
22

^

One noticeable feature about the preaching ministry of Paul
is his diligence to preach the gospel to whoever would listen.
When he met ordinary Jews in synagogues, he preached
the gospel to them. When he chanced upon an old altar
in Athens, he used it as a jumping board to preach to the
intellectuals of Areopagus. When he was brought before
powerful officials like Festus and King Agrippa, he preached
like there was no tomorrow (Acts 26). When he was aboard
Politics & Christian Participation

Preach

14

a vessel on his way to Rome and all 276 passengers on the
ship were in danger because of the storm, Paul used the
opportunity to bear witness to God by encouraging them
with the divine promise that they would all live.
Paul’s example provides a gentle rebuke to our modern
tendency to preach the gospel only to people who are socioeconomically like us. While it is strategic for students to make
disciples of other students and for young women to make
disciples of other young women, we should also be ready to
speak the gospel of Christ to CEOs, politicians, sari-sari store
owners, and construction workers. As more people from all
walks of life get saved, we can gradually see transformation
in our society. Share about a time when you preached
the gospel to someone the world would consider small.
What happened?

2

Preach with urgency.
“King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you
believe.” 28And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would
you persuade me to be a Christian?” 29And Paul said, “Whether
short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all who
hear me this day might become such as I am—except for these
chains.” ACTS 26:27–29
27

^

When Paul was given the chance to speak to Festus and King
Agrippa, he wasted no time rehashing the injustices of his
prolonged imprisonment (Acts 24:26–27). Instead, he only
made a short reference to his background to provide context
to his conversion story (Acts 26:4–5), and then he spent the
rest of the time preaching about Jesus. Paul knew that he
had before him the most important and powerful people in
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Judea—politicians, military tribunes, and prominent men of
the city (Acts 25:23). The gospel message had to reach the
ears of Judea’s political elite, and Paul delivered it with a
passion and urgency that King Agrippa was taken aback by
his compelling words.
Sometimes it is wise to slowly introduce religious talk to
people we can still meet again in the future. That would make
our gospel presentation more natural and unforced. But
sometimes it is wiser to just cut to the chase and talk about
Christ, especially if you may never have the same opportunity
again. This is exactly what Paul did.
How would we preach the gospel without urgency? How
would we preach the gospel with urgency?

3

Preach repentance and faith.
“Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision, 20but declared first to those in Damascus,
then in Jerusalem and throughout all the region of Judea, and
also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God,
performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.” ACTS 26:19–20
19

^

It is remarkable that Paul spoke truthfully and courageously
in front of powerful people. In his defense before King
Agrippa, he freely talked of repentance and turning to
God. This pairing of repentance and turning to God in Acts
is technically called conversion. Paul was aiming for the
conversion of his hearers—from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan to God (Acts 26:18). This was a bold
speech. By talking about repentance, Paul was implying the
sinfulness of his hearers—including the king.
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This was not the first time Paul preached this message to
politicians. Two years prior to his appearance before King
Agrippa, he also spoke before Governor Felix and his wife
Drusilla. His preaching revolved around righteousness,
self-control, and the coming judgment. Felix was so alarmed
by what he heard that he sent him away and left him in
prison until Festus took over his post as governor.
Paul’s straightforward preaching is instructive for all of
us today. The gospel is the main message and goal of our
cultural engagement. When we spend all our time doing
engaging conversations without arriving anywhere near the
gospel, we have squandered our opportunity to talk about
Jesus to people God has sent our way. In two minutes, give
the most important points about the gospel. Who is Jesus,
what has He done for us, and what can we do to be saved?

APPLICATION
• Why do you think urgency and clarity are needed in
preaching the gospel? To whom can you preach the gospel
this week?
• In your community, who do you think are considered small?
How should we approach them and how can we lead them
to Christ?
• Are there people that you know who work in government?
How do you think you can preach the gospel to them?
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PRAYER
• Thank God for those who preached the gospel to you.
Pray that you will do the same for others.
• Pray that you would preach the kingdom of God with urgency
and clarity. Ask God for wisdom and courage to tell others
about Him.
• Pray for the church to be bold in preaching the gospel and
making disciples.
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4

Protest

WARM-UP
• What comes to mind when you hear the word
“protest”? Why?
• Which protest in history stands out the most to you?
Tell us what you know about it.
• Why do you think it’s important to stand for the truth,
even when it goes against popular opinion?

WORD

Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all
who are destitute. 9Open your mouth, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and needy. PROVERBS 31:8–9
8

^

Is it ever right for Christians to protest?
That’s a big question hounding believers today. Some say that
Christians are only supposed to focus on the gospel and spiritual
matters. They should not meddle with political issues, let alone
get involved in protesting government policies. Others argue that
if an issue involves the poor and the marginalized, then Christians
should take action as a matter of conscience. Where should the
church stand?
Tucked away towards the end of the book of Proverbs, in between
the exhortation against drinking and the long description of the
virtuous woman, are two social imperatives: to speak out for
those who can’t speak for themselves and to defend the rights of
the poor and needy.
This text has a chilling historical consequence. Years before World
War II, the German church was already aware of some of the
misguided attempts to theologize the superiority of Aryan blood
over Jewish blood. Pastors, priests, theologians, and the church
in general were mostly silent. When Hitler passed into law what

would become the legal instrument to kill millions of people,
the church still hadn’t found her voice. Except for the few brave
souls who spoke up and paid dearly for their courage, history
would forever remember the silence of German Christians at a
time when their voice was needed in the public square. In the
aftermath of the war, the German church belatedly reflected back
on Proverbs 31:8–9 and realized how they had been complicit to
the atrocities of the Nazis simply by keeping silent.1
Is it ever right for Christians to protest? Yes.
When people’s lives are on the line, when the poor and the
marginalized are deprived of justice, when government policies
have no regard for the weak and powerless, the people of God
must raise their voices to speak out for those who can’t speak for
themselves and to defend the cause of the poor. This is what we
broadly call protesting.
One reason protesting gets bad press among Christians is it
is almost always associated with public demonstrations that
disrupt peace and order. That is not always the case. According
to sociologists, there are at least 198 ways to peacefully and
respectfully protest.2 It could be as simple as registering
your disagreement about a government policy, letting your
congressman know of your position on a new bill, or speaking out
about the need for stricter laws on child trafficking.

1

John R. W. Stott, Human Rights and Human Wrongs: Major Issues for
a New Century (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1999); Richard
Gutteridge, Open Thy Mouth for the Dumb! : The German Evangelical
Church and the Jews 1879-1950 (Oxford: Blackwell, 1976); and Andrew
Davis, How Do You Kill 11 Million People? : Why the Truth Matters More
Than You Think (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, 2020).

2

Gene Sharp, The Politics of Non-Violent Action (Boston, MA: Porter
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Sometimes, a protest can take the form of a private civil
disobedience as in the case of the Hebrew midwives who refused
to kill baby boys at birth (Exodus 1:15–22). At other times, it
involves courageously putting yourself at risk for the sake of the
thousands who could die if you don’t do something, as in the case
of Esther (Esther 4:12–17).
The question is not whether Christians should protest. Our
commitment to biblical righteousness and justice in the public
square demands that we speak out and defend the rights of
the marginalized when necessary. The real question is how to
protest in a way that is consistent with the Christian gospel that
we preach to the world. In other words, what we should really be
concerned about is the manner of our protest and the posture of
our hearts when we disagree with government policies.

1

Protest when disobedience to God is decreed.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this
matter. 17If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of
your hand, O king. 18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that
we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that
you have set up.” DANIEL 3:16–18
16

^

And when they had brought them, they set them before the
council. And the high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We
strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this
man’s blood upon us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered,
“We must obey God rather than men.” ACTS 5:27–29
27

^

When Nebuchadnezzar set up a large golden image in
Babylon and decreed that everyone should bow down to
it when certain music was played, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego privately refused to obey the king’s order. Idolatry
is a violation of the second commandment so the three
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Hebrew men refused to participate—even if it meant death
for them. Curiously, they didn’t tell anyone of their resolve
not to worship the idol. The king only knew about it because
certain Chaldeans brought the matter to the king.
The story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego is instructive
in at least three ways:
•

First, not all of our disagreement with government
policies should become public. Some people protest
against every single thing the government does. That’s an
exhausting way to participate in the politics of the nation.
If it is not sinful or unjust, you may choose to let it go.

•

Second, when your silent protest gets the attention
of the public, be ready to stand by your convictions.
Some issues are worth dying for; others are not. Pick
your protest.

•

Third, maintain respect and honor. Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego’s concern was a matter of religious
conviction. They respectfully stated their case to the
king without personally antagonizing him. When they
were saved from the furnace, the king eventually
acknowledged God and became an ally to their faith.

Something similar happened to Peter and the apostles
in Acts 5. After having been arrested for preaching Jesus
in the previous chapter, Peter and his companions were
arrested again. Just as in the previous arrest, they argued
that they would rather obey God than men. Their dissent
against the highest religious authority of Judea springs from
their commitment to God. Acts 5 ends with the apostles
getting beaten but instead of backing down they rejoiced in
their participation in the sufferings of Christ and continued
preaching anyway.
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What is something you have protested against? Why did you
do it?

2

Protest when the defenseless are in danger.
Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to
yourself that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than
all the other Jews. 14For if you keep silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and
your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have
not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” ESTHER 4:13–14
13

^

When King Ahasuerus, at the instigation of Haman, issued
a decree to annihilate the Jews in all of the Medo-Persian
empire, the lives of Esther, Mordecai, and thousands of
others were in peril. Haman’s accusation was not true. He
told the king that the Jews do not keep the king’s law so it
is not in the king’s best interests to tolerate them (Esther
3:8). In reality, he really just hated Mordecai’s impertinence
because he would not bow to him (Esther 3:1–6).
Mordecai pleaded with Esther to make an appeal to the king
on behalf of the people. They would all be killed if no one
were to take up their cause and bring the matter to the king.
When Esther did this she put herself in harm’s way but her
action eventually saved thousands of Jews across the vast
Medo-Persian empire. How do you think Esther’s approach
can apply to us today?

Politics & Christian Participation

Protest

23

3

Protest peacefully.
And Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now
Obadiah feared the L ORD greatly, 4and when Jezebel cut off the
prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid
them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water.)
3

^

1 KINGS 18:3–4

Not all protests are disruptive. Non-violent resistance is a
form of protest. So is holding placards, making speeches,
or performing art and poetry to communicate a message
about a cause or a perceived injustice. The whole point is to
get your message across without violence or instigation of
public disorder.
This is precisely what Obadiah did. Although he served
under Ahab and Jezebel’s murderous regime, he made an
underground operation of saving, hiding, and sustaining
a hundred of Yahweh’s prophets. On the outside he was
keeping peace; on the inside he was protesting the death
of Yahweh’s prophets. Obadiah’s actions teach us that it is
possible to silently protest against evil regimes in order to
avoid more bloodshed. What did Obadiah do to preserve
the prophets?

4

Protest to bring accountability.
But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying,
“Let those men go.” 36And the jailer reported these words to
Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore
come out now and go in peace.” 37But Paul said to them, “They
have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman
35
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citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and do they now throw
us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.”
38
The police reported these words to the magistrates, and they
were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens.
^

ACTS 16:35–38

After Paul and Silas preached the gospel at Philippi and
freed a slave girl from a spirit of divination, the slave owners
dragged the two into the marketplace, accused them of
disturbing the city, instigated the mob to attack and beat
them, and threw them into prison. What they didn’t know
was that Paul was a Roman citizen. According to Roman law,
a Roman citizen could not be beaten and imprisoned without
trial. Government officials who do this could lose their
positions. By refusing to be freed quietly, Paul was calling the
officials to account. He wanted them to publicly recognize
the injustice that happened under their watch.
Protesting could sometimes look like this. It is not to shame,
insult, or disparage the people in power but to call them
to account and demand that they dispense their duty to
the public in a just manner. In other words, this kind of
protesting is asking the people in government to honor and
fulfill their duty to the people they have sworn to serve. Why
is this an important way of protesting? How do you think we
can do this in a way that our concerns are heard?
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5

Protesting is just one of several options.
Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God! O men of blood,
depart from me! 20They speak against you with malicious intent;
your enemies take your name in vain. 21Do I not hate those who
hate you, O LORD? And do I not loathe those who rise up against
you? 22I hate them with complete hatred; I count them my
enemies. 23Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and
know my thoughts! 24And see if there be any grievous way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting! PSALM 139:19–24
19

^

Psalm 139 is a very good place to conclude our discussion
on protesting. When we look at the political landscape of our
nation, it is tempting to fall into despair or outrage. David felt
the same. When he thought about evil people, he wished that
God would just go ahead and slay them. He even admitted
that he loathed them and hated them with complete hatred.
But how he concluded his psalm is instructive for all of us.
Instead of lashing out, he turned to prayer and asked God to
search his heart. What if all the anger he felt was an indicator
that something is wrong inside of him? This is a good
question to ask ourselves, too.
While protesting is complex, one thing that should stand
out in our Christian minds is that this is just one of the
many things we can do to build the nation. Our civic
involvement should never start with protesting but with
community building, voting, campaigning for our advocacies,
attending community hearings, and so on. When something
controversial comes up, part of our civic duty is to fight
disinformation and get our facts straight. Then as believers of
Jesus, we bring the matter to God in prayer so that whatever
action we take later, whether we write to our congressman,
keep silent, or join a protest, our public witness is not tainted
with partisan political agenda but with a genuine concern for
righteousness and justice.
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Identify five practical things you can do to express protest or
take action.

APPLICATION
• Do you think people protest in your nation in a manner that
honors God? Why or why not?
• When do you think you should protest and how should you
go about it? What did you learn today and how will you apply
it in your situation and nation?
• Who can you share today’s message with? What will you tell
him or her?

PRAYER
• Thank God for the wisdom and courage He gives His people
to stand for righteousness. Pray that you will be full of the
Spirit and empowered to do His will in your life, community,
and nation.
• Pray for peace in the land and also the courage to do what
is right.
• Ask God for people to stand for those who are hurting and
for those who do not have a voice. Pray for God’s people to
speak hope and lead people to Him.
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First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who
are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,
godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 1 TIMOTHY 2:1–4
1

^

As believers, we’ve been called to pray and intercede for all
people, including those in positions of authority. Doing this
can be challenging, especially when injustice and sin seem to
prevail. In spite of frustrations, how are we to participate in
government and in what God wants to do in our nation? Our
goal as Christians is neither to defend our political convictions
nor convince people to follow our political leanings. Our goal
is to fulfill God’s purposes as He builds His kingdom—for
people to come to Christ and follow Him alone.

Politics & Christian Participation aims to explore at
least four practical ways believers could take an active role in
defining a country’s political climate: prayer, participation in
the political process, preaching God’s truth, and protesting
when necessary. Our witness in the area of politics involves
our lifestyle, manner of expressing our political convictions
and biblical worldview, and willingness to let the Holy Spirit
guide us as we carry out God’s will.
TOPICS
• Pray
• Participate
• Preach
• Protest

