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DAY 1 | APRIL 10

The Fulfillment of
God’s Plan
READ
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures . . . 1 CORINTHIANS 15:3
^

ADDITIONAL READING: Isaiah 53:1–4; 1 Peter 3:18; John 12:12–13

REFLECT
Today, Palm Sunday, marks the first day of our yearly
observation of Holy Week. In the Gospels, we see that
the Jews were expecting Jesus to enter Jerusalem as a
conquering and reigning King. However, they did not realize
what was about to happen. Christ’s entry into Jerusalem
signified the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy: that the Messiah
would suffer, that He would be oppressed, and that He would
become the ultimate offering and die for the sins of the world.
In 1 Corinthians 15:3, Christ’s death was noted to be of first
importance. When something is of first importance, it is a
most necessary truth or a truth that precedes any other. It is
of first importance for us to know and understand that Jesus
died for our sins, which separate us from God. He became
the ultimate sacrificial lamb, taking away all our sins, iniquities,
and transgressions.
We are unrighteous, but He, the righteous one, took our place
so that we could be made righteous. Our flesh was put to

death, but we have now been made alive in the Spirit and are
empowered to overcome sin. We now have life in the Spirit
to live the life that God has called us to live. First Peter 3:18
indicates that Jesus did all of this so that he might bring us
to God.
From the beginning and all throughout history, God has
desired to be with us, His people. Imagine, for our relationship
with God to be restored, Christ had to be pierced for our
transgressions, because we had transgressed against God.
Jesus carried the weight of our sin and as prophesied by
Isaiah, He was crushed for our iniquities. He bore our sins
because we are powerless to save ourselves. He died the
death we deserved in order for us to be restored back to God.
This is why Christ’s death is of first importance. In the next few
days, we will reflect on God’s plan from the beginning of time
to draw people back to Himself.

Through Christ, God made a way for us to have a
relationship with Him.

The Fulfillment of God’s Plan

2

RESPOND
1. What is of first importance to you? If you are a follower
of Christ, why is His death, burial, and resurrection of
first importance? How does knowing that God initiated a
relationship with you affect your life?

2. Is there an area in your life (sin, transgression, or iniquity)
that prevents you from experiencing the fullness of your
relationship with God? Do you believe that Jesus has paid
the complete price for you? Claim and proclaim Christ’s
victory over these areas.

3. What is your prayer this Holy Week? How can you know
and love God more and how can you make Him known to
your family and friends?

The Fulfillment of God’s Plan
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DAY 2 | APRIL 11

God’s Redemption Plan:
The Garden of Eden
READ
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise
your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” GENESIS 3:15
^

ADDITIONAL READING: Genesis 1:26–27; 2:2–3, 15

REFLECT
After God created the heavens and the earth, He rested on
the seventh day. God resting meant that He dwelt with His
creation. Heaven and earth overlapped. The Garden of Eden
was a sacred space, much like a holy temple in which God
and His creation lived together perfectly. Man and woman
had been created in God’s image and given dominion over
creation. They partnered with God in working the land and
building a thriving and beautiful world. Humanity was designed
to walk with God in unity, without separation.
However, humanity fell when Adam and Eve did not trust
God’s word, disobeyed God’s command, and ate of the fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Despite their sin and shame, God called to them and looked
for them.
In Genesis 3:15, God declared a curse on the serpent. It is
also the first declaration of the gospel. There will come a

promised offspring who will defeat the serpent. That promise
was fulfilled thousands of years later by Christ.

God’s original design and plan was to live in intimate
relationship with His people.
Although this was broken by sin, God had a sovereign plan to
restore mankind back to Himself. He provided the solution to
our problem.
God’s plan has never been broken. In spite of uncertainty
and change, we can be secure that His plan will unfold
and we can hope in Him. We can walk with Him as He
originally designed—without sin and shame, fully enjoying our
relationship with Him.

God’s Redemption Plan: The Garden of Eden
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RESPOND
1. Take some time to reflect on the Garden of Eden—its
beauty, the sin of man and woman, and God’s redemption
plan. Why do you think we have to go back to the Garden
of Eden to understand God’s love for us?

2. In which area of your life do you need to trust God’s plan
more? How do you think you will do this? Ask God for faith
to abide in His ways.

3. How can you grow in your relationship with God and enjoy
His presence every day? How can you help others do
the same?

God’s Redemption Plan: The Garden of Eden
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DAY 3 | APRIL 12

God’s Dwelling Place:
The Tabernacle
READ
“And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in
their midst.” EXODUS 25:8
^

ADDITIONAL READING: Exodus 19; 25:22; Leviticus 16:1–5

REFLECT
Man’s sin in the Garden of Eden resulted in our eternal
separation from God. Because of the fall, man could no longer
experience the fullness of God’s holy presence. In spite of
man’s sinfulness and God’s holiness, God desired to dwell
with His people. In Exodus 19, when the Israelites were in the
wilderness, God intimated to them His desire to make Israel
His treasured possession, a kingdom of priests, and a nation
holy unto Himself. However, because of God’s holiness and
the Israelites’ uncleanness, people could not simply approach
God. Even the priests had to be consecrated before they
approached Him or else they would die. Such is the holiness
of God—sinful man can not simply dwell in His presence.
So God made a way for His people to dwell with Him. He
commanded Moses to build the tabernacle, a place where
God’s holy presence could dwell even in the midst of sinful
people. God gave detailed instructions on how to build it. He
also gave them instructions on how innocent animals were to
be sacrificed in their behalf to atone for their sins so that they

may experience forgiveness and fellowship with God. This
was done through an intermediary, the high priest, who was
to enter the innermost part of the tabernacle, the Most Holy
Place, to offer a sacrifice for the sin of the people. However,
because of God’s holy presence, the high priest was to enter
with care and with a sin offering for himself as well, or else he
would die in God’s holy presence. That is how holy God is.
Although the tabernacle was an imperfect solution for God’s
people to encounter Him, it is a picture of grace where God’s
people could experience His mercy, even as He desires to
dwell with His people. Ultimately, this was completely fulfilled
by Christ—the perfect sacrifice and the perfect High Priest.
Like the Israelites, our sinfulness makes dwelling with a holy
God impossible. This tension between God’s holiness and
man’s sinfulness is resolved by God’s love for humanity. God
made a way for our relationship with Him to be restored.

Even in our sinfulness, God’s grace made it possible
for us to dwell in His holy presence.

God’s Dwelling Place: The Tabernacle
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RESPOND
1. Why do you think God wanted to dwell with His people, in
spite of their sinfulness and disobedience? How did He do
this without compromising His holiness?

2. Our holy God desires to be with you. How will this affect
the way you live? How do you think your habits and
lifestyle need to change?

3. Write a prayer in response to God’s holiness, mercy,
and grace.

God’s Dwelling Place: The Tabernacle
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DAY 4 | APRIL 13

God’s Glorious
Presence: The Temple
READ
Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had
given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king
said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And
Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart,
for the LORD is with you.” 2 SAMUEL 7:1–3
1

^

ADDITIONAL READING: 2 Samuel 7:4–13; 2 Chronicles 7:1–3;
Ezekiel 10; Acts 7:44–50

REFLECT
Over the years, the Israelites worshiped God in the tabernacle,
which was a big tent. King David, who was living in a
beautiful house, had the burden of building a better house
for God to dwell. David wanted to build Him a temple, even
if He did not ask for it. He envisioned the temple to be a
permanent dwelling place of God’s presence. Even though
God responded positively to David’s desire by allowing his
son Solomon to build the temple, this was not the permanent
dwelling place where God planned to dwell with His people.
God gave specific instructions for constructing the building
and making all its furnishings. When it was completed, the
entire nation of Israel saw how majestic God’s presence was in

the temple. Everyone hoped that the presence of God would
dwell permanently in the temple Solomon built.
Despite this desire, their sinfulness still crept in and they
defiled God’s holy temple. His dwelling place had become a
place of idolatry. Even if they had access to God’s presence,
they still turned away from Him and looked to idols. Because
of what they had done, God gave Ezekiel a vision of His holy
presence departing from the temple.
The presence of God did eventually depart the temple, and the
temple was destroyed.
In spite of all this, God’s love and mercy are evident. He
promised to return to His people and dwell with them forever:
. . . and he said to me, “Son of man, this is the place of
my throne and the place of the soles of my feet, where I
will dwell in the midst of the people of Israel forever. And
the house of Israel shall no more defile my holy name,
neither they, nor their kings, by their whoring and by
the dead bodies of their kings at their high places . . .”
^

EZEKIEL 43:7

God has a greater plan for the salvation and redemption of His
people—even though we all do not deserve it.

God desires to dwell with us forever, not in a
tabernacle or temple made by human hands, but in
our hearts.
This has all been fulfilled through Jesus Christ. Because of His
perfect sacrifice, we can now choose to respond to Him and
experience God’s holy presence every day.

God’s Glorious Presence: The Temple
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RESPOND
1. Are there things that preoccupy you or bring you away
from God? What do you think you should do about these?
How can you respond in repentance rather than rebellion?

2. Recall a time when you thought you could not feel God’s
presence. Pray that even when you do not feel His
presence, you would be reminded of His ongoing presence
in your life. Read John 14:16–17 and thank God for being
with you forever and for never leaving you.

3. Is there a relative or friend that you think needs to hear
about God’s desire to dwell with us? How can you
encourage him or her to receive God’s mercy and grace
today? Ask God for boldness and compassion as you
proclaim His word.

God’s Glorious Presence: The Temple
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DAY 5 | APRIL 14

Christ, the
New Tabernacle
READ
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. JOHN 1:14
^

ADDITIONAL READING: Colossians 1:19–20; 2:9; Hebrews 4:14–16

REFLECT
586 BC was a tragic year for the Israelites.
During King Zedekiah’s reign, the entire forces of Babylon
marched out and destroyed Jerusalem. Judah’s soldiers
escaped, the king was captured, and their kingdom was
conquered. The Lord’s temple, which had been the symbol
of their faith and cultural identity, was completely destroyed
and plundered.
Throughout the decades that followed, the Israelites did their
best to restore the former glory of the temple. While they had
rebuilt the temple, a very important element was missing,
which made it lifeless and hollow: God never dwelt in it like He
used to.
The truth is, God had another plan to dwell with His people, no
longer in an imperfect tabernacle or temple.

Many years later, God Himself set up this new and perfect
dwelling place. The eternal God became flesh and dwelt
among humans. That God dwelt means that He pitched His
tent among mortal men, like how He had dwelt among the
Israelites in the tabernacle. God came on earth and took
up residence in Jesus Christ, like how He used to inhabit
Solomon’s temple.

God made Jesus as the new and perfect tabernacle:
His dwelling place where sinful humans can have
divine encounters with the living God.
Jesus’ coming was a confirmation of God’s promises that
He will send a Messiah to rescue His people. When He
came, He proclaimed the gospel of God’s kingdom and drew
people to Him. But Jesus didn’t just preach God’s kingdom;
He embodied it and showed them what it feels like to be in
God’s presence. Through Jesus, people experienced miracles:
blind people regained sight; the lame stood up; the dead
rose; thousands were fed; demons fled; and sinners found
forgiveness and grace. The oppressed found a Savior, the
canceled and rejected found acceptance, the weary found
refuge, and the orphans found a home.
This experience isn’t just for those who lived during Jesus’
time. He is our Immanuel, God with us. Everyone who believes
in Him is invited to come so we may find mercy and grace in
our time of need (Hebrews 4:16). The weary are invited to rest
in Him (Matthew 11:28). The thirsty can be satisfied in Him
(John 7:37). The lost can find purpose in Him (Matthew 4:19).
Jesus came because from the beginning of time God has
desired to restore us to Himself.
Through Jesus, the Father invites us to come, with our
burdens and blessings, so we can experience peace that
transcends understanding and fullness of joy in His presence.
Christ, the New Tabernacle
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RESPOND
1. What have you learned today about God’s desire to be
with us and the perfect fulfillment of this in Jesus Christ?
How should this truth affect the way you live and who can
you share this with?

2. What challenges are you facing right now? Do you
believe that Jesus is Immanuel and you are not alone in
your battles?

3. Jesus’ invitation to draw near to His throne of grace with
confidence stands. How will you respond to this? Today,
would you like to hide in His presence, worship Him, and
lay all your burdens before Him?

Christ, the New Tabernacle
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DAY 6 | APRIL 15

Christ, the Cornerstone
of the New Temple
READ
The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found those
who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and
the money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip
of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the
sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the
money-changers and overturned their tables. 16And he
told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things
away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.”
17
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal
for your house will consume me.” 18So the Jews said to
him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?”
19
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you
raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about
the temple of his body. 22When therefore he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had
said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word
that Jesus had spoken. JOHN 2:13–22
13

^

ADDITIONAL READING: Psalm 118:22–23; 1 Peter 2:6

REFLECT
The Lord’s temple in Jerusalem set the stage for one of Jesus’
action-packed scenes. It was the week of the Passover,
and Jews from different parts of the known world were in
Jerusalem to celebrate. Jesus, who had just performed His
first-ever miracle in Cana, and His disciples were there, too.
Upon arriving, He was aghast at what He saw: The temple
court was teeming with animals, vendors, and profiteers!
As a result, Jesus flipped the tables, drove the animals
away, and chased people off with a whip. Then, He did
something that scandalized the Jews even more. Demanding
for an explanation, the Jews asked Jesus to prove His
authority. Jesus’ answer shocked them: “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Years later, this
statement would be used against Him before His crucifixion
(Matthew 26:57–68).
The temple Jesus was referring to was His body. It is the new
temple where God’s presence dwells. Just as He declared, His
body, which was destroyed at the cross, was raised again in
three days.
Jesus’ death fulfilled the prophecy in Psalm 118:22–23. By
rejecting Him and putting Him to death, Jesus had become
the cornerstone of God’s new temple. In ancient architecture,
the cornerstone was the most important part of a building. It
was the first stone to be laid, which determined the building’s
position and orientation. Hence, every part of the structure
was built in relation to the cornerstone’s position. This stone
is where the foundation of a building rests on. If removed, the
entire edifice would collapse.
In the same way, Jesus is the cornerstone of our faith. Without
Him, everything we believe and hope for would collapse. The
totality of God’s redemption plan rests on Him. Thankfully,
Jesus is a sure foundation of our faith. His victory on the
Christ, the Cornerstone of the New Temple
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cross is final. Our salvation is a done deal. And we know that
our lives on earth, albeit difficult and full of suffering, can find
meaning and purpose in Him. Because He is our cornerstone,
we will never be put to shame (1 Peter 2:6). We will not only
have a temporary reprieve from our earthly sorrows, but also
eternal security and perpetual peace in Him.

With Christ as the cornerstone, we have become
living stones in the new and perfect temple that God
Himself is building, the place where God’s presence
permanently dwells.

Christ, the Cornerstone of the New Temple
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RESPOND
1. Does your whole life rest on Jesus as your cornerstone?
If not, which areas of your life do you need to entrust to
Him? Pray to God and declare that Jesus alone is your
sole security, confidence, and hope in this life.

2. Read and meditate on 2 Corinthians 4:17. What do you
think God is teaching you about your light momentary
afflictions today?

3. Pray for your family and friends whose lives are not
yet built on Christ as their cornerstone. Ask God for
opportunities to minister to them and for them to respond
to the gospel.

Christ, the Cornerstone of the New Temple
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DAY 7 | APRIL 16

Christ, the Head
of the Church
READ
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but
in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. . . . 9But you
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light. 1 PETER 2:4–5, 9
4

^

ADDITIONAL READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12–27

REFLECT
After His suffering and death, Jesus was buried. The disciples
were scattered in fear and shame. Prophecies were fulfilled
of how this Man of Sorrows would suffer for our sins. This
day, known as Black Saturday, is covered with sadness, loss,
and grief. Yet today, we reflect on how Jesus suffered for the
punishment of our sins, so we no longer have to. His body
was beaten and broken, fulfilling what needed to happen for
His mission to be complete.
As we near the end of this Holy Week, may the truth of Christ’s
suffering give us hope and the assurance that the battle has
been won, not lost. We can have hope in the middle of despair

because Jesus sacrificed His body. It paved the way for us
to receive and be partakers of His body, this new temple, this
cornerstone. Jesus is the perfect sacrifice, who willingly and
sacrificially gave of Himself for us. Because of this, we have
now become part of His body and living temple.
Even on a Black Saturday, we can celebrate that Jesus was
rejected so that we could be accepted. We now belong to a
family—not just a physical one on earth, but also a spiritual
family—a church community. We are members of God’s
spiritual house. We are no longer alone in our journey. We
now have brothers and sisters in Christ who we can share life
with. We are the church, members of the body of Christ. He is
the head of this body, and He has given us a holy calling and
purpose. We have been set apart to fulfill our God-given roles.
While history considers this a sad and gloomy day because
our Savior was in the tomb, today is also a reminder of
the victory in His story. It is a victory that is shared among
us—God’s chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
and a people called to be His own. Today, as a church, let’s
remember to hope. Let’s turn the sorrow into joy and the
mourning into dancing.

Let us rejoice, Sunday is coming!

Christ, the Head of the Church
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RESPOND
1. Meditate on Jesus’ suffering and death. He was rejected
and broken so that you may be accepted and made
whole. How can you value and respond to His perfect
sacrifice for you?

2. Identify what you are most grateful for as part of your
church community. Consider sending messages of
gratitude to those who have helped you know Christ more.

3. Reflect on the role you play as part of Christ’s body.
What can you do to journey with others and contribute to
His mission?

Christ, the Head of the Church
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DAY 8 | APRIL 17

The Call to Participate
in God’s Mission
READ
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 1 PETER 2:9
^

ADDITIONAL READING: 1 Corinthians 15:3–4; Revelation 22:3

REFLECT
Today, we celebrate that Jesus is alive. He has risen! The
whole message of the gospel lies in the truth that Jesus died
for our sins and He resurrected from the dead. As the apostle
Paul wrote, this truth is of first importance to us. Because of
Jesus’ resurrection, His death was not in vain and our faith is
not futile. The resurrection of Christ is the ultimate validation of
the Christian faith. No matter how hopeless our situation can
be at times, because Jesus rose from the dead, we can be
certain that when Jesus is in the story, nothing is too hopeless.
Therefore, we can rejoice!
We have reflected for a whole week now on how God desires
to redeem His relationship with His people. Sin destroyed what
we could have enjoyed in the Garden of Eden: being in God’s
holy presence shamelessly and blamelessly. The good news
is that God had an excellent plan to redeem us. He sent His
Son to die and redeem us back to Him so we can enjoy our

relationship with Him again. The story of God’s plan in Eden
does not stop with the fall of man. We have been given new
hope for restoration because Jesus rose again from the grave.
God’s plan to restore His creation will surely prevail, and He
promises to make everything new. This promise has been
validated and signed in His resurrection and will be completed
upon His return.
In 1 Peter 2:9, we are given a mission—a mission to proclaim
the excellencies of our God. Individually and as a church, we
are to proclaim God’s wonderful plan for His creation. Not
only have we been saved from our sins, but the beauty of
the gospel is that we are now set apart for a purpose. God
desires to fully restore His creation, and He desires for us to
be involved in this mission.

Each part in His body has a role to play, and our
ultimate goal is to proclaim His wonderful plan to
the world.
Every day, let’s remember the hope that the resurrection
Sunday brings. The tomb is empty and the victory has been
won. As a church, together, let’s embrace our mission.
Let’s proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light!

The Call to Par ticipate in God’s Mission
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RESPOND
1. How are God’s people described in 1 Peter 2:9? Which
one stands out to you the most and how do you think the
church can live this out?

2. Is there an area in your life that needs to be restored by
God? What is your prayer for this?

3. In your own sphere of society, how can you participate in
God’s mission? To whom can you proclaim the gospel to
this week? Write their names down and pray for each one.

The Call to Par ticipate in God’s Mission
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