(SO WHAT

* What areas in your life do you think you need God's help . .
in? How about those that you think you can handle on your G lo ry n Ch o St
own? Is this good?

* Why do you need to avoid putting your confidence in
the flesh (Psalm 71:5)? [NOTES |

* Why does the glory belong only to God? How convinced
are you about this?
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NOW WHAT

* In what ways can you give back the glory to God? What
situations can you think of to do this?

* How will you give value to God's will and purpose over
your own worldly aspirations?

* What can you do to know Jesus more and more? Set a time
each day to communicate with God in prayer and in reading
His Word.

PRAYER

* Ask God to help you place your confidence in Him always.

* Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you in fulfilling God's will so the
glory is given to Jesus every time.

* Pray that you will know Jesus Christ more through His Word
so you may glorify Him always.

CONNECT

* Tell of a time when you were on stage and all eyes were on you.
How did you feel?
* Which do you like best: talking about yourself or just listening

c . to the stories of others? Why?
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m ’But whatever was to my profit | now consider loss for the

sake of Christ. 8What is more, | consider everything
a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ °and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in
Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by
faith. PHILIPPIANS 3:7-9 (READ PHILIPPIANS 3:1-11 FOR CONTEXT)

WHAT

People by nature are self-centered. They want almost everything for
their own benefit. If possible, they would have the world revolve around
themselves. Whatever skin color, size of income, or position in this world,
every person can easily give in to being self-centered. How can we avoid
this trap that would ruin us in the long run? There are three biblical
essentials to remember to avoid self-centeredness and bring back the
glory to Jesus Christ.

n Self-effort is worthless compared to Christ's work.
3For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit
of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in
the flesh—* though | myself have reasons for such
confidence. PHILIPPIANS 3:3,4

During Bible times, people thought they could follow the Law on
their own than depending on God. Today, people don't only think
they can change themselves into what's acceptable before God but
they rely on their own strength and ability everyday, leading them
to think that they deserve all the credit. People don't know how to
trust God, the One Who can do immeasurably beyond our ability.
How do you place your confidence in Christ? How do you give God
the credit in all that you do?

E Self-achievement is worthless compared to Christ’s sake.

But whatever was to my profit | now consider loss for the sake of
Christ. PHILIPPIANS 3:7

The Apostle Paul has all the reason to boast as a Jew because of
the things he has achieved. He was a well-learned student of the
law, the very reason why he persecuted Christians then, because
nothing can be held against him. In the same way, people today
have much self-achievement—self-made individuals who take
pride in their position, accolades, and awards. Instead of achieving
things on your own, are you in faith that God can cause you to

be successful? Why is fulfilling God's will more profitable than
achieving our own selfish goals?

Self-possession is worthless compared to knowing Christ.
What is more, | consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost
all things. PHILIPPIANS 3:8

The Apostle Paul knows that whatever he has can never give him
satisfaction and contentment. Many people today are so focused
on travelling around the world, enlarging their businesses, building
new homes, or even becoming physically fit. There is nothing
wrong with these things. However, the problem comes when
people allow these things to compromise their relationship with
Jesus Christ. Why is the knowledge of Jesus the best possession
one can ever have?




