Outrageous Sayings: I am the way, the truth, and the life.

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. . . . ” 

John 14:6

This saying of Jesus was so controversial that people wanted to kill Him. Jesus’ statement irritated those who believed in many gods. Today, we often feel that this saying of Jesus will cause people to be offended. As Christians, we need to understand this truth. 

The disciples of Jesus were persecuted and killed because of this statement.

“ . . . Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."

Acts 4:12

One God. One way. No other way. 

Jesus made an arrogant statement. It showed signs of exclusivity and superiority. Was He a lunatic? A liar? Or is He indeed, Lord?

Jesus claimed that long before He came, the Word of God had spoken the truth about Him already. The idea of one God has been present since the time of Adam and Eve. God also told Abraham to teach his descendants that there is only one God.

He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."

Luke 24:44

There is something inside us that desires to worship a God. If we do not get the right idea of who God is, we will end up making our own gods. When the Israelites found themselves in Egypt, a place where people believed in many gods, God intervened to reveal Himself as the true God.

God established that He was to be the only God—the basis of His relationship with His people. His statement is similar to Jesus’ saying. A relationship with God means believing that He is the one true God.

2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 You shall have no other gods before me. . . .”

Exodus 20:2,3

There is no image that could ever show who God is. We cannot reduce Him to any form. He is greater and more awesome than anything we could ever imagine.

 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. . . .”

Exodus 20:4

God is not the same as the things that we can manage and control. There could be some things today that we still bow down to, such as money or fame. God is a jealous God; He is a relational God. God does not need us, but He is jealous for us because He is a loving God. When we turn to other gods and go our own way, His absence in our lives causes us to experience trouble. When we have Him as our way, truth, and life, we will experience God’s love and blessing throughout generations.

 “. . . 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. . . .” 

Exodus 20:5,6

Even after God established the truth that He was the only God, people forgot, went their own way, and bowed down to other gods. God sent His Word through the prophets that the one true God would come as a man and save the world.

Jesus stated the truth—that He was same loving God, the Savior of the world, the only God. He is the only way.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Hebrews 13:8

5For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.

1 Timothy 2:5,6

