
The Armor-Bearer

WA R M - U P 1.  Name one unsung hero you know.  Why do you  
 consider him/her a hero?

2.  Are you an avid fan of something or someone?  
 How do you show your loyalty to this thing 
 or person?

3.  Share one promise that you are holding on to now.   
 Are you sure that this promise will happen? Why?

PERSONAL
APPLICATION

1.  Are you facing situations right now that you are  
 tempted to hide from?  Ask God to give you  
 courage and grace to respond like a hero.

2.  Are you loyal to God, your family, and friends?  
 How can you improve better on your loyalty?    

3.  Pray in two’s or three’s for things that you believe  
 God for and encourage each other to continue to  
 be in faith for your requests. 

P R AY E R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.
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W O R D “Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said.  
“Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul.”

1 Samuel 14:7
(Read 1 Samuel 14:1-23)

Jonathan’s armor-bearer is one of the many unnamed 
heroes in the Bible. Though he may not seem as 
important as the more popular icons in Scripture, 
he is a good example of courage, loyalty, and faith.  
The following attributes made Jonathan’s armor 
bearer a hero.   

1. He was courageous.
The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three 
thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers 
as numerous as the sand on the seashore. . . .

1 Samuel 13:5

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and 
realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they 
were astonished and they took note that these men had 
been with Jesus.

Acts 4:13

The young armor-bearer was not afraid to follow his 
master’s plan though they were clearly outnumbered 
by the Philistines.  The courage of both Jonathan 
and his armor-bearer made a way for God to fight 
on their behalf and encouraged the Israelite army 
to fight with them.  Where do we get courage?

2. He was loyal.
6Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer,  “Come, let’s go 
over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows.  .  .  . 
7“Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said.  
“Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul.”

1 Samuel 14:6,7

Loyalty is dedication to someone or to a cause.  
The armor-bearer was dedicated to Jonathan’s 
cause even if clear danger awaited them.  He fought 
together with Jonathan and they defeated twenty 
men.  What could have happened if the armor-
bearer decided to abandon Jonathan during the fight?

3. He had faith.
6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer .  .  . “Perhaps 
the LORD will act in our behalf.  Nothing can hinder the 
LORD from saving, whether by many or by  few.” 
12.  .  . So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer,  “Climb up 
after me;  the LORD has given them into the hand of 
Israel.” 13Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, 
with his armor-bearer right behind him.  The Philistines fell 
before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed and killed 
behind him.

1 Samuel 14:6,12,13

But someone will say,  “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show 
me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith 
by what I do.

James 2:18

Though their circumstances dictated defeat, 
both Jonathan and his armor-bearer believed that God 
would grant them victory over their enemies. 
Their faith gave them the courage to fight the 
Philistines and to be loyal to each other.  
Tell of a time when your faith in God helped you 
overcome a seemingly impossible situation.
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