
The Grace to Give

WA R M - U P 1.  What would you give as present when you are  
 called to visit the president of your country? Why?

2. Tell of a time when you carried a large amount 
 of money that was not yours.  How did you feel  
 carrying that money?

3. What do you consider as the biggest blessing 
 you have ever received so far?

PERSONAL
APPLICATION

1.  Are you honoring God with your wealth? 
 Pray that God will enable you to faithfully give  
 what is due Him.

2.  Do you fi nd it hard to give to others?  
 Ask God to give you grace and change your   
 thinking about giving.

3.  Is the fear of lack holding you back from giving  
 generously? Pray with someone in your group 
 and ask God to take away the fear and replace it  
 with trust that He is able to provide and make you  
 His channel of blessing.

P R AY E R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.
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W O R D But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love 
for us — see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

2 Corinthians 8:7

Giving is not natural in us because of our sinful nature 
that is normally selfish.  We need God’s grace to 
enable us to give generously and not miss out on what 
giving brings into our lives.  Here are three reasons 
why we should excel in the grace of giving:

1. Giving honors God as our Lord. 
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of 
all your crops .  .  . 

Proverbs 3:9

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house.  .  .  .

Malachi 3:10

Scripture says that we honor God by giving Him back 
the tenth of the wealth entrusted to us.  Doing this 
acknowledges that God is our source and is the One 
in control of our finances.  Will giving partially to God 
honor Him?  Why?

           

 

2. Giving makes us a channel of blessing 
to others in need.
9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
10 . . . Last year you were the first not only to give but also 
to have the desire to do so.  11Now finish the work, 
so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by 
your completion of it, according to your means.

2 Corinthians 8:8-11

God’s blessings are not just for us but for others 
as well. God owns everything and we are His 
stewards. We should allow Him to use us as His 
channels of blessing. How does a channel work? 
What happens if the channel is blocked? 

3. Giving opens opportunities for us to be 
blessed by God.
“Test me in this,”  says the LORD Almighty, “and see 
if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it.

Malachi 3:10

“Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed  
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured 
into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.

Luke 6:38

We think that we are on the losing end when we give 
but God has intended giving for our benefit.  
He promises that we will be blessed as we give.  
Recall a time when you were blessed after you 
obeyed God’s call to give.  
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