Faster Higher Stronger - Perseverance

We may be prepared to run our race, but in order to complete it, we need to get in it and run with perseverance.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

Hebrews 12:1

God allows suffering to bring forth perseverance. Without suffering, there would be no need for perseverance. When we learn to persevere, our character is built.

3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope.

Romans 5:3,4

How do we persevere?

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith . . .

Hebrews 12:2

We need to fix our eyes on Jesus and focus on Him. Focus involves the mind, will, desires, and emotions. In the Christian race, people may focus on different things—relationships, blessings, benefits, or church. The reason we need to focus on Jesus is that He is the Author of our faith. He is the one who initiated a relationship with us.

The Bible tells us that we will experience different kinds of trials. The quality of our faith is determined by perseverance. When we learn to persevere in faith in the midst of trials, we become mature.

2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.
James 1:2-4

Jesus is not just the author of our faith; He perfects it and ensures that we will be able to finish the race. Because of this, we know that when we focus on Jesus, He will come through for us in all our circumstances.
4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 1:4-6

We know that we can persevere as we focus on Jesus because He Himself ran the race with perseverance. He endured the cross because He loves us. 

2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Hebrews 12:2,3
