
Prize

WA R M - U P 1.  Have you ever received an award or recognition  
 before? What did you do? How did you feel? 

 

 

 

 

2.  Name your top three prized possessions 
 right now. 

 

 

 

 

PeRsonAl
APPlicAtion

1.  What are you pursuing in life? Are you running 
after God’s purpose and prize? If not, pray for 
God’s grace and wisdom to realign yourself with 
His will and plan.

 

 

 

2. Think about your current priorities in light 
of eternity. Are there things that you need to 
readjust? Why do you think so?

 

 

 

3. Are there activities that you are involved with that 
you know are not in agreement with God’s Word? 
Choose to live by God’s standards today.

   

 

 

P R Ay e R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.
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W o R d
24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, 
but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get 
the prize. 
  1 Corinthians 9:24

Athletes train hard in the hopes of winning the gold 
medal in their competitions. Part of running the race 
God has for us is keeping our eyes fixed on the prize. 
Following are three lessons we can glean from the 
Apostle Paul on how we are to finish this race. 

1. We run with God’s prize in mind.
. . . Run in such a way as to get the prize.
   1 Corinthians 9:24

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
    Philippians 3:14

The Bible clearly teaches that God has set a prize 
for us to pursue. Knowing that a reward awaits us 
in the end fuels our passion and helps us persevere. 
What are the benefits of running with your goal 
in mind?  

            

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
     Hebrews 11:6

God rewards those who actively pursue Him. In fact, 
doing so brings Him great pleasure and glory.  We run 
to win the prize God has for us so we can give Him 
back the glory. In Hebrews 11:6, what do we need to 
have to please God?

            

2. We run for an eternal crown.
Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict 
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we 
do it to get a crown that will last forever. 
 1 Corinthians 9:25

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
crown of glory that will never fade away.
  1 Peter 5:4

God has an eternal reward prepared for each one 
of us. Too often, we focus on things that will not last. 
However, Scripture always encourages us to live our 
lives in light of eternity. How does having an eternal 
perspective affect how you live your life?

3. We run to finish strong.
26 Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do 
not fight like a man beating the air.  27No, I beat my body 
and make it my slave so that after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
 1 Corinthians 9:26, 27

The runner’s speed and strength do not matter if the 
runner is disqualified in the end. God’s Word gives us 
the boundaries, guidelines, and principles that we are 
to live by as we run this race. Give examples of God’s 
boundary lines that you have heeded and, in doing so, 
have kept you in the race.
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